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1. Introduction

● Technology has revolutionized our lives, making tasks 
easier, connecting us globally, and driving innovation.

● However, with these advancements come unintended 
consequences that can harm individuals and society.

● This session aims to highlight these negative impacts 
and explore how we, as developers and tech 
professionals, can help mitigate them.

Why We Must Address the Dark Side of Technology ?



2. Negative Effects

● The collection and use of personal data have become 
pervasive, often without users' explicit consent.

● Examples include social media platforms tracking user 
behavior, government surveillance programs, and 
targeted advertising that intrudes into personal lives.

● These practices can lead to data breaches, identity 
theft, and a general erosion of trust in technology.

Privacy Invasion



2. Negative Effects

● Technology, especially social media, has been linked to 
increased rates of anxiety, depression, and other 
mental health issues.

● The design of these platforms encourages addictive 
behavior, leading users to spend excessive time online, 
often at the expense of real-world relationships and 
activities.

● For example, the constant pursuit of likes and validation 
on social media can lead to stress and low self-esteem.

Impact on Mental Health



2. Negative Effects

● AI and automation are rapidly transforming industries, 
leading to job losses, particularly in sectors like 
manufacturing, customer service, and even software 
development.

● While technology creates new opportunities, it also 
leaves behind those who lack the skills to adapt, 
contributing to economic inequality.

● For example, robots replacing assembly line workers, or 
AI systems taking over customer support roles.

 Job Displacement



2. Negative Effects

● Despite the proliferation of technology, access to it 
remains uneven, leading to a digital divide where some 
communities are left behind.

● This divide exacerbates existing inequalities, with rural 
areas, low-income households, and certain 
demographics having less access to essential digital 
tools and education.

● For instance, students in underprivileged areas may 
lack reliable internet access, affecting their educational 
outcomes.

Digital Divide



2. Negative Effects

● AI systems can inherit and perpetuate biases, leading to 
unfair outcomes in areas such as hiring, criminal justice, 
and credit scoring.

● Moreover, the lack of transparency in how AI decisions 
are made raises questions about accountability and 
fairness.

● For example, an AI system used in hiring might 
unknowingly discriminate against certain groups based 
on biased training data.

Ethical Dilemmas in AI



2. Negative Effects

● As our reliance on technology increases, so does our 
vulnerability to cyber attacks.

● Hackers exploit weaknesses in software, networks, and 
even individual devices to steal data, disrupt services, 
and cause significant financial and reputational 
damage.

● Examples include ransomware attacks on healthcare 
systems, data breaches in major corporations, and 
phishing scams targeting individuals.

Cybersecurity Threats



3. Proposed Solutions

I lied, There are no proposed solutions on 
the slide, it is a  “Discussion” on the 
Unintended Consequences of Technological 
Advancement



4. Conclusion
Technology has revolutionized our lives, but it also brings 
challenges like privacy invasions, mental health issues, and 
environmental harm. Recognizing these impacts is crucial for 
responsible development.

As tech professionals, we must prioritize ethics, inclusivity, 
and sustainability. By addressing these issues, we can ensure 
that technology benefits everyone while minimizing its 
negative effects.
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the Speaker
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GRACIAS!
Thank you for your time and have a great 
weekend!!!
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